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Dear Seaside Elementary Community Members: 

For the month of December, I will put aside the typical emphasis on school operations that is the hallmark of                    
my correspondence to you. This month, I would simply like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy                    
Holiday season and send you a short message to promote school to home connections! 

Here at SSE, each morning, we begin the day with announcements via the public address system. We recite                  
the Pledge of Allegiance, The Seaside Character Pledge, we have a moment of silent meditation, I make any                  
other pertinent announcements, and end with the joke of the day. The character pledge is as follows:                 

 

“I promise to work harder to get smarter, always act with integrity, be kind and caring, and                 
treat others like I would like to be treated.”  

These words were chosen with specific thoughts in mind. I wanted to capture in a few words, a message that                    
conveys and promotes academic, behavioral, emotional, and social growth. I wanted to capture a message               
that over time will become embedded in our students’ thoughts and actions. What better way to celebrate the                  
holiday season than by thinking about how we can be kind and caring.  

As part of the promotion of holiday spirit, general caring qualities, and building a common language, we can                  
join together as a school community to promote CARING qualities in our children. The school to home                 
connection of promoting caring qualities will help our students to build outstanding character! 

Students who are CARING want people around them to be happy and are sensitive to their needs. They think                   
about the world and work to take care of their community and the environment. They remember to treat                  
others how they themselves would like to be treated. How can parents help to develop students who are                  
caring at home? 

Model the caring behavior you would like to see in your child on a consistent basis. Your                 
child sees, hears, and notices everything you do. Using kind words, helping people without              
being asked, being an active listener all show your child that you care about people. Even a                 
simple thing, like holding a door for someone, shows your child that you are aware of others                 
around you and want to help them. 



Have your family get involved with community organizations that provide assistance to the             
less fortunate. Donating your time is often more powerful than monetary contributions. 

Reduce, Reuse & Recycle. Sometimes this can be challenging, but make the effort to              
establish these habits in your home. Let’s care about our environment! 

After reading a book, spend some time considering how the people in the book acted. Was                
someone in the book caring? All of the time or just some of the time? Were all of the characters                    
in the book caring or just some of them? Some books to consider: Lily’s Purple Plastic Purse by                  
Kevin Henkes, The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein, Yertle the Turtle by Dr. Seuss, and The                
Grouchy Ladybug by Eric Carle. 

Smile, it’s contagious! 

Should you have any concerns or if you would like to discuss any issue, you may contact me personally at                    
843-650-3490 or by email at rhomer@horrycountyschool.net. MY BEST WISHES FOR A MERRY CHRISTMAS             
AND A JOYOUS HOLIDAY SEASON! 

 Sincerely, 

 
Robert J. Homer 
Principal 

 

 


